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Switzerland

In 2011, Switzerland’s net ODA amounted to USD 3.09 billion, a 13.2% increase in real terms compared to 2010. This

followed a net drop in ODA of 4% in 2010 after steady growth of 8% in 2008 and 12% in 2009.

Switzerland’s ODA to GNI ratio increased to 0.46% in 2011, up from 0.40% in 2010 and above the previously highest level

of 0.45% set in 2009. The Swiss Parliament confirmed in February 2011 Switzerland’s commitment to reaching an ODA to

GNI ratio of 0.5% by 2015, and the country plans to reach this target by increasing its aid budget at an average of 9% per year.

In 2012 Switzerland underwent a mid-term peer review (see page 248 and following for a summary of the findings).

Bilateral and multilateral ODA

While Switzerland’s ODA levels have fluctuated since 2006,
it has maintained its bilateral assistance at an average of 76%
of its net ODA each year, with the remainder going to the mul-
tilateral organisations: two-thirds of the multilateral portion
goes to the international financial institutions. Switzerland
contributes most of its multilateral funding as core contribu-
tions and multi-year grants.

Composition of bilateral ODA

In 2010, 40% of Switzerland’s gross bilateral ODA was coun-
try programmable, less than the DAC average of 57%. General
budget support – which is part of country programmable aid

(CPA) – amounted to USD 29.16 million, equivalent to only 1.7%
of gross bilateral ODA. The low share of bilateral ODA that is
CPA is partly explained by the high share of refugees’ costs in
Switzerland’s in-donor costs – 21% of gross bilateral ODA
in 2010, the highest share of all DAC countries.

Focus on priority countries and LDCs

In light of their respective comparative advantages, SDC
and SECO conduct aid activities in different types of countries;
SDC concentrates on LDCs in 20 priority countries/regions,
while SECO concentrates on MICs in 8 priority countries. In the
east, both agencies have co-ordinated transition assistance in
the same nine priority countries. However, Swiss bilateral ODA
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remains spread across a much larger number of recipients. The
share of Switzerland’s bilateral ODA allocated to its top 10 and
top 20 recipients declined between 2007 and 2010, going
from 20 to 16% and from 32 to 27% respectively.

In 2010, Switzerland allocated USD 365 million to LDCs,
equivalent to 19% of its gross bilateral ODA. The share of gross
bilateral ODA allocated to LDCs averaged a slightly higher 23%
between 2007 and 2009, mainly due to exceptional debt relief
measures in 2007 (Sierra Leone and Cameroon) and 2009 (Togo).

Untied aid

In 2010, Switzerland’s untied aid represented 74% of its
ODA. This is a steep decrease from the average level of 98% over
the period from 2007 to 2009. However, it needs to be noted
that according to instructions, in 2010 Switzerland reported aid
to refugees in the donor country as tied aid. If this item were
excluded from bilateral aid, then Switzerland’s tied and untied
aid would have been 3% and 97% respectively.

ODA to gender equality and women’s empowerment

Switzerland prioritises gender equality as a cross-cutting
issue, and SDC has striven since 2008 to integrate gender
equality further in its programmes. After a nominal increase of
75% in 2008, ODA commitments for activities with gender
equality and women’s empowerment as a principal or signifi-
cant objective fell dramatically in 2009, but recovered in 2010,
standing at USD 185 million.

ODA to environment and climate change mitigation

After a dip in 2008, Switzerland’s reported ODA commit-
ments for biodiversity and climate change mitigation increased

in both 2009 and 2010, reaching USD 55 million (biodiversity)
and USD 120 million (climate change mitigation). These
increases are partially due to improved data reporting. In 2010,
Switzerland reported a commitment of USD 183 million for cli-
mate change adaptation. Climate change and related environ-
mental concerns have been a focus of Swiss development
co-operation for a long time, and Switzerland plans to further
expand its engagement on climate change mitigation and
adaptation in future years.

Development financing beyond aid

Between 2007 and 2010, no official flows other than ODA were
reported by Switzerland. Net private grants increased nominally
by 36% between 2007 and 2008, but dropped by 10% in 2009, to
finally increase again in 2010 to reach USD 414 million. After con-
siderable fluctuations between 2006 and 2009, net private flows at
market terms (mostly direct investments) increased dramatically,
to USD 19.26 billion in 2010. This considerable increase is, how-
ever, mainly due to changes in the CHF/USD exchange rate.

1 2 http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/888932700846
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